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CONFEDERATEfMASS GRAVE
“While Texas will motrn the loss
of het brave sons, she will
= treasure'the memory as the
glorious martyrs of our
common country's independence .’

The above words echo from the
report of Colonel O.'M. Roberts
rgt];arding men of the I1th, 15 th

8 th Tx. Inf. burfed in & grave
near here: The men died in the
Battle ofﬁB\ayog:*Bou\rvbepx in 1863




The Battle of Bayou Bourbeux 30° 24' 26.99" N  92° 05' 13.80" W
It is the third year of the "War between the States," or "The war of the Yankee aggression," as those from the South called it. All eyes were on Antietam, Bull Run, Vicksburg, and Chancellorsville. Battles fought in Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Mississippi were bloody battles that captured the media's attention (printed newspapers) to exclude all others. Brother against brother, father against son, family, and country tore asunder. 


The Confederacy fought for states' rights and slavery, while the north fought to reunite the Union. The men on each side fought for the men standing next to him.

Little is mentioned of Louisiana and Texas in that great struggle, but if you drive the back roads of Carencro, Opelousas, and through Lafayette, you might see those brown historical markers along our highways, and I doubt one in a thousand ever stop to read them. They are American history in fifty words or less unreadable as we roar by at sixty miles an hour. But that is unfortunate, for there is much more story behind those plaques, and they are a subtle reminder of victories, failures, the famous, and the infamous. 

They are the note pads of our history, a reminder of our past as we race into our future. It is a history that the citizens of Louisiana have little ' knowledge of, but no matter which side of the conflict you support, it is part of your and my heritage. Those signs are there to learn from, to perhaps wonder about, little factoids that tell a story about us.

Just north of the town of Carencro is one of those signs marking the mass burial site of confederate soldiers. Here is their story. 

It is November 1863,  eighty-six years after the founding of the  United States. It was now in a Civil War to see if it would remain intact. The men in butternut

 filed down the muddy roads from Texas and beyond. They were dressed in anything they could find, some in the grey that matched the sodden sky, some young, and some aged from the harsh life they led. Men with rifles,  backpacks filled with the necessities of life, a cup, spoon,  knife, a pot to cook in, a canteen or bladder to hold water, and, of course, the gunpowder and bullets marched toward a wide place in the road—many with little idea of where they were going and most not caring. Just good old boys determined to defend their homes against those who would want to change a way of life.
Men in Union blue uniforms marched from the other direction, destined to become a footnote in American history. They, too, carried the weapons of war while mules pulled caissons and cannons. It was not Gettysburg nor Shilo, nor Bull Run. Grant and Lee would not be seen riding ahead of these columns. The men in blue were also trying to defend their country so violently split at Ft. Sumter in 1861,

"Confederate Brigadier General Thomas Green with 6000 troops and Union Brigadier General Stephen G. Burbridge leading 1625 troops." (Steven,2016) would come together close to a  place called Carrion Crow (Carencro)after the predator's birds that flocked there. On November 3, General Green's units under General Taylor attacked the rear guard of Union General Burbridge. General Burbridge's troops were spread out and were quickly overwhelmed and surrendered in mass.
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 Green finally drew off, having killed 30, wounded 129, and captured 562 men and one 10-pounder Parrott and caisson. Confederate losses vary but were 40-60 were killed, about 300 wounded, and 65 captured or missing. The day after defeat, the Federals resumed their withdrawal with more caution and healthier regard for Confederate strength, savvy, and opportunism. (Stevens, 2015) Brothers, George and Philip Speegle, were members of the 15th Regiment of Texas Infantry. Philip Speegle missed the Battle of Bayou Bourbeux because he was in the hospital with malaria. Third sergeant George Speegle was one of the slain in that battle, buried in Opelousas, Louisiana, in a mass Confederate grave. 
Figure 2 Philip Speegles younger brother, (Find a Grave)
Against the possibility of further hostilities, the confederate forces regrouped and tended to the wounded and buried their dead. Without time or the means to prepare the dead,  those who had fought together, fallen together, were buried together. The union army evacuated not less than thirty Texans who died shortly after reaching the temporary hospital and were interred in the yard on the north side of the house Benjamins Rodgers (Bellevue Plantation home).to the South of Vermilionville and thought to be near the bayou teche. As in many cases during the war, the internment of opposing forces' casualties was haphazardly done and seldom marked, if at all. Family and friends would only find out about a loved one final resting place if an acquaintance of the deceased wrote them. Some would never know.
Figure 3 Frank Leslie Lithograph - Battle of Bayou Bourdeaux

Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

Epilogue, 1979  "... the Rogers' home, used as a Confederate Hospital following the Bourbeux affair, was being dismantled for its valuable cypress lumber. A new house was recently constructed nearby, the slab of which was poured virtually over the burial site of those who expired under the knives of Confederate surgeons." "( Bayou(2012)." 
Philosopher George Santayana said, "Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it." (Clairmont,2021)

	The fallen



	Field, H. S.; Pvt, 15th Tx Inf,

Fleming, T. J.; Pvt, 11th Tx Inf, 

George, D. M.; Pvt, 18th Tx Inf, 

Green, J. F.; Pvt, 18th Tx Inf, 

Green, R. C.; Pvt, 18th Tx Inf, 

Humphrey, David; Pvt, 15th Tx Inf, 

Johnson, L. R.; Pvt, 18th Tx Inf

King, John; Pvt, 15th Tx Inf,

Bisons, D.; Pvt, 11th Tx Inf, 

Brantly; Pvt, Baylor's Tx Cav, 

Clark; A. L., Pvt, Waller's Tx Btn, 

Cook, C.; Pvt, 11th Tx Inf, 

Duncan, W. H.; Pvt, 18th Tx Inf

Edwards, Samuel; Pvt, 15th Tx Inf, 

Evetts, Samuel; Pvt, 15th Tx Inf, 


	
	Litton, D.; Pvt, 15th Tx Inf, 

Long, J. M.; Pvt, 15th Tx Inf, 

Odom, John; Pvt, 18th Tx Inf, 

Pribble, W. F.; Pvt, 15th Tx Inf, 

Ramsey, J. C.; Sgt, 18th Tx Inf, 

Reddy; Pvt, 18th Tx Inf, 

Robinson, J. A.; 7th Tx Cav, 

Russell, W. O.; Pvt, 18th                                                                                                                   Setton, J. D.; Pvt, 15th Tx                                                                                                       Speegle, G. J.; Sgt, 15th Tx

   Thompson, W. A.; Pvt, 11th Tx Inf, Welch, William; Pvt, Madison's 3rd Tx Cav,

Wilkins, Rutherford; Pvt, Stone's 6th Tx Cav
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Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �1�The Battle of Bayou Bourbeux historic marker (Google Maps)





Figure 2  Philip Speegle Courtesy Aileen Dobson Speegle








� When cloth became scarce in the South, the principal source of Confederate uniforms became captured Union uniforms. The dark blue uniforms were boiled in a solution with walnut hulls, acorns, and lye. The resulting color was light tan, which [was] called “butternut.” (Reenactment Confederate soldier in "Butternut" uniform)












