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Camp Pratt 

130° 2.999′ N, 91° 52.216′ W

 In 1862 the Civil War had been in progress for a year, and the ranks had begun to thin out on both sides of the conflict. The volunteer force had enlisted for one to three years, and by 1862 many individuals were returning home. To stop this exodus, the U.S. Congress passed a conscription act that produced the first wartime draft of U.S. citizens in American history, and the Confederate legislation passed the April 16, 1862 act, authorized the conscription of white males 18 to 35, and extended the service of all volunteers three years. Camp Pratt was the official Confederate Camp of conscription for South Louisiana from 1862-to 1863. It was named for Brig. Gen. John G. Pratt commanded the 9th Brigade of the Louisiana Militia and was its first commander. During the war, both Confederate and Federal units occupied the camp. There were skirmished at the camp in October and in November 1863
 A small compound for Union prisoners of war was also located at the camp.[image: image3.png]
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Second Lieutenant George C Harding, captured on September 24, 1862, near Donaldsonville on the Bayou Lafourche, was transferred to the Prisoner of Camp Near New Iberia and spent six weeks in confinement at Camp Pratt. As a former newsman, he recorded the only published article on life in the camp. Harding described the camp as a collection of plank, wedge-tents" with here and their small editions of the stars and bars flapping their greasy fold in the breeze. With one hundred thirty-seven Yankees, taken a Bayou De Allemands. He was captured by Confederate cavalry, supposedly while stumbling drunk over a fence. While held as a POW at Camp Pratt, Louisiana,

Camp Pratt was filled with Cajuns Conscripts, and Harding describes them as" Half-savage creatures Who live in swamps and subsist by hunting and fishing while growing small patches of corn and sweet potatoes. They are sallow, dried up, and mummy-like in appearance and stolid and stupid in expression. The Cajun has excellent powers of endurance 

but not much stomach for a fight",
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 The food of boiled beef we ate for the "meanest thing on earth," having survived the flood, living conditions, and failed escape attempts through the snake and alligator-infested swamps. Given his word of honor not to attempt an escape, Lieutenant Harding. was freed during a prisoner exchange at Vicksburg, Mississippi, in 1863. (Bergeron, 1973)
The Union Army defeating General Taylor at Franklin  Lay opened the way to Vermilionville and resulted in the capture of Camp Pratt. In a November 34th letter to his sister Minie, Frank Price wrote of the loss of the camp, saying, "It has been our misfortune to lose about one hundred of our bravest and best men.
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Col Bagley's Regt was surrounded at Camp Pratt, and about one hundred of them taken prisoners a few days ago. They belong to Genl Greens' old Brigade". (Bryan,1998)

Figure 3Col. Bagley (Open source)
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Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �1�From the April 29, 1862 Galveston Weekly News:





Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �2�General Green (Librarry of Congress)





Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �4�George C Harding








